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THIS is the sight which will now greet motorists who drive illegally in Gwent when
police seize their vehicle.

Police marked the 5,000th car seized on Wednesday, by displaying the vehicle at the
HQ with the two metre long 'SEIZED' banner which will now be fixed to every car
seized when being removed by officers.

In 2008, Gwent Police seized 2,157 vehicles, an increase of 174 percent compared
to 2006 when 785 vehicles were seized.

An average of 180 vehicles without a licence or insurance are seized in Gwent every
month and the last 100 vehicles removed by police came as part of Operation
Reunite, a campaign targeting vehicle crime and shoplifting.

Gwent Police work alongside Motor Insurer’s Bureau (MIB) to remove uninsured
vehicles from the roads and 2007 saw the launch of the MIB Police Helpline provide
officers at the roadside to carry out an up to the minute check of insurance details.

MIB holds a record of 34 million insured vehicles and is updated with over 10,000
changes every hour.

Gwent Police Roads Policing Sergeant Huw Jones said; “Driving without a licence or
insurance are offences that some members of the public consider acceptable
practice, which they most definitely are not.

"Safety of other road users and pedestrians is paramount and it is not acceptable
that a minority of motorists feel that they can break the law."

Breakdown:

2006 - 785

2007 - 1963

2008 - 2157

2009 - 126 (to date)



